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repent and return to the Mother-Church (as did many Polish hierarchs in
Byelo-Russia and the Ukraine in 1939-41).

Sikorsky, who has dissented and declared himself head of a Ukrainian auto-
cephality not only imitates the bad example of the Metropolitan Dionysius but
multiplies the guilt of his dissent by the ignoble circumstances described above,
And therefore, like others who have stolen Church dignities thai do not belong to
them and intruded into districts where they had no right to be, Sikorsky is subject
to the same deprivation of all priesthood. Henceforward, his sacerdotal acts,
in particular ordinations performed by him, are not valid and without grace,
and any orders issued by him to the Orthodox parishes in Church matters are
not binding for anyone (of the Dvukratny Council Canon 15, of the Holy
Apostles Canon 35, of the Third (Ecumenical Council Canon 8, of the Council
of Antioch Canon 13, and many others).

In the name of God I conjure all members of the Orthodox Church not to
succumb to the speeches of the seducer and not to enter into any fellowship with
him, to hold on more firmly to our ancient Orthodox Mother-Church, which has
given us spiritual birth, and to go forward only with her and by the path approved
and marked out by her.

The most reverend hierarchs of the Ukraine I implore as a brother to stand
on guard with courage and prayer and protect from the ravages of the destroying
wolves our Orthodox flock entrusted to them by God.

SERGIUS,

Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna, Acting Patriarch.
Ulyanovsk,

5 February, 1942.

THE HEAD OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH,
THE   ACTING PATRIARCH THE HUMBLE SERGIUS,
METROPOLITAN OF MOSCOW AND KOLOMNA
To the Orthodox Hierarchs, Priests and Faithful In districts of the Ukraine still
occupied by the Hitlerite forces.
"CHRIST is RISEN!"
It is with special emotion that I send this joyous news and universal Christian
greeting to you who are veritably plunged in the darkness of fascist invasion.
Not joyful is our present situation. But the more joyful therefore are these
Easter tidings. For what could be murkier than hell ? Yet even there ineffable
joy was radiated when the resurrected Christ appeared and proclaimed: "Arise,
ye faithful, for the resurrection." So too for us may this Easter be a symbol
of the future victory of light over darkness, a symbol of our speedy liberation
from the dark shackles of fascism and our return to a peaceful, happy existence
in the "quiet light" of holy Orthodoxy.
In my letter of 5 February I gave a warning about the activity of Bishop
Policarp Sikorsky who is spreading Church discord in your district. Reports
have now reached me that in answer to my letter Bishop Policarp calls me an
impostor, as if I had obtained tfie office of Acting Patriarch by illegal means,
and continues his evil work. However that may be, I know now that my appeal,
reproduced in the foreign Press, has reached Bishop Policarp and that